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THE    NEED   AND    ADVANTAGES    OP   A 


HONETIC 


EPKESENTATION 


OF   THE   ENGLISH  LANGUAGE. 


1.  It  may  sound  strange  to  be  told  that  the  best,  easiest, 
and  quickest  way  of  learning  to  read  common  print  is  first 
to  learn  some  other  wwcommon  print,  in  which  but  few  books 
are  prepared,  and  which  presents  a  very  singular  appearance 
to  unaccustomed  eyes.  You  wish  your  child  to  read  the 
books  and  newspapers  which  you  and  all  other  Americans 
use.  Quite  right.  So  do  we.  Allow  us,  then,  to  furnish 
your  child  with  this  ability  in  the  best  way  experience  sug- 
gests. Making  a  barrow  is  a  very  different  thing  from  carrying 
earth,  but  may  prove  the  shortest  way  of  getting  it  conveyed. 
V\'hat  if  the  new  print  be  only  a  kind  of  barrow  to  convey 
reading? 

2.  You  may  or  may  not  recollect  whether  you  found  it 
troublesome  to  learn  reading  yourself;  but  those  experienced 
in  education  can  inform  you  that  to  teach  young  children  to 
read  is  "  one  of  the  most  arduous,  the  most  irksome,  and, 
perhaps,  the  most  unthankful  offices  in  which  any  person 
can  be  engaged  "  [Book  of  Monosyllables,  Mr.  Hornsey)  ;  that, 
"  as  it  is  usually  managed,  it  is  a  dreadful  task  to  learn, 
and,  if  possible,  a  still  more  dreadful  task  to  teach  to  read  " 
(Practical  Education,  Mr.  R.  L.  Edgeworth)  ;  that  it  is  "  the 
great  business  of  the  elementary  school — its  most  tedious  and 

difficult  task, the  principal  occupation  of  our  national 

schools,  a  drudgery  begun  with  the  first  opening  intelligence 
of  a  child,  and  continued  without  intermission  until  the  last 
day  which  it  passes  at  school,"  [Reports,  Mr.  Moseley,  the 
School  Inspector.  ) 

3.  Yet  Ave  cannot  avoid  teaching  to  read.  Not  only  do 
you,  as  parents,,  very  properly  require  it,  but  we  cannot  teach 
your  children  the  many  things  they  ought  to  know,  and  we 
are  anxious  to  impart,  until  they  have  acquired  some  profi- 
ciency in  reading.     We  are,  consequently,  deeply  interested  in 
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introducing  a  method  which  will  make  your  children  learn 
more  rapidly  and  intelligently,  with  benefit  both  to  their  feel- 
ings and  our  own.  Hence,  if  you  find  them  occupied  in  learning 
to  read  some  kind  of  print  which  you  know  nothing  about, 
and  which,  not  having  learned  yourself,  you  can  see  no  use 
in  their  learning,  you  should  believe  that  we  teach  your  chil- 
dren this  print  for  them  to  learn  your  print  more  rapidly, 
more  easily,  and  more  thoroughly.  You  must  give  us  credit 
for  having  ascertained  this  fact,  either  by  our  own  experience 
or  by  the  evidence  of  others;  and  you  must  suppose,  that  in 
doing  as  we  do,  we  are  furthering  your  wishes  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power.  But  the  following  simple  considerations  will 
enable  you  to  judge  for  yourselves. 

4.  How  did  you  teach  your  child  to  walk  ?  Did  you  not 
let  it  roll,  and  stretch  its  limbs  and  crawl  on  an  even  floor, 
till  it  raised  itself  by  the  help  of  a  chair,  and  sidled  round  the 
room  ?  When  it  first  ventured  to  totter  across  the  floor,  did 
you  not  take  care  there  should  be  nothing  in  the  way  to 
trip  it  up  ?  Did  you  not  stand  with  a  hand  on  either  side 
to  guard  its  steps  ?  Then,  perhaps,  it  trotted  by  your  side 
over  the  road,  holding  a  steadying  finger,  and  if  it  came  to 
a  rough  place,  or  a  pool,  a  brambly  path  or  a  hill,  you  car- 
ried it  fondly  and  carefully  over  the  difficulty.  And  so  its 
little  muscles  acquired  strength  and  firmness;  and  you  hope 
that  as  it  grows  up  it  may  tread  the  heather  or  mount  the 
rock  with  the  best  of  them.  But,  whatever  you  did,  you  cer- 
tainly did  not  begin  by  putting  it  down  on  a  rutty,  stony 
road,  and  bidding  it  roll  and  scramble  and  hobble  on  as  it 
best  might,  thinking  its  bruises  and  cuts,  its  dirt  and  hurt, 
its  tears  and  fright,  good  for  it,  a  capital  bodily  discipline 
which  it  ought  to  go  through,  and  which  would  make  it 
walk  all  the  better  as  it  grew  up,  without  any  fear  of  sprained 
ankles,  twisted  legs,  or  broken  spines ;  no,  you  were  perfectly 
aware  that  its  muscles  must  first  be  trained  under  favorable 
circumstances,  before  they  could  cope  with  difficulties. 

5.  Now  this  is  the  principle  of  our  new  plan  of  teaching 
to  read,  or  the  Reading  Reform,  as  it  is  shortly  and  signi- 
ficantly   termed, —  only   instead    of   dealing    with    a    growing 
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muscle,  we  are  dealing  with  a  far  more  delicate  and  import- 
ant instrument,  a  growing  brain.  We  know  perfectly  well, 
as  educators,  that  the  first  thing  which  this  brain  exercises 
itself  upon  ought  not  to  be  a  wearisome,  perplexing  puzzle, 
compared  to  which  the  rutty,  stony  road  we  talked  of,  is  a 
velvet  piled  carpet.  And  yet  we  have  hitherto  been  obliged 
to  put  this  puzzle  before  it,  in  the  shape  of  our  common  spell- 
ing—  a  spelling  which  has  caused  more  sighs  and  tears,  more 
stupidity  of  intellect,  more  weariness  to  master  and  pupil, 
more  blows  and  ill-will,  more  disgust  to  books  and  school- 
learning  altogether,  than  any  thing  else  we  can  name.  And 
why?  Because  its  rules  are  all  exceptions!  Until  you  have 
considered  the  matter  carefully,  you  may  be  inclined  to  think 
this  a  gross  exaggeration.  But  if  you  only  remember  that 
each  letter  in  the  alphabet  may  have  one  or  two  sounds,  and 
that  several  letters  have  half-a-dozen  meanings,  or  more, 
and  that  any  one  of  the  letters  may  have  no  sound  at  all, 
you  will  at  once  see  what  confusion  such  lawlessness  must 
create  in  a  child's  mind.  You  may  have  heard  of  the  sounds 
of  ough,  and  laughed  —  having  got  over  the  difficulty,  you  can 
afford  to  laugh  —  at  its  changes  in  though,  through,  hough, 
trough,  hiccough,  tough,  rAough,  ought.  But  this  is  a  very  slight 
difficulty,  and  soon  got  over,  for  the  few  well-known  words 
in  which  the  letters  ough  occur,  can  readily  be  learned  by 
heart,  while  some  of  them  are  so  common  that  they  are  ac- 
quired almost  without  trouble.  Look  at  a  in  any,  animal; 
father,  gather ;  hating,  hat ;  water,  waste ;  war,  ivary.  Look  at 
o  in  sort,  sorry ;  go,  do ;  woman,  women.  Look  at  eo  in  peo- 
ple, George ;  yeoman,  galleon ;  leopard,  dungeon ;  feod,  theology, 
theologian.  See  how  the  same  letters  continually  vary  their 
meaning  in  now,  know ;  mode,  modest ;  anger,  danger ;  angel,  an- 
gelic ;  finite,  infinite ;  science,  conscience ;  hanged,  changed ;  famine, 
fajnous;  coal,  coalition;  peas,  peasant;  lumber,  nlumber;  eat,  great; 
creature,  creator ;  own,  town ;  sign,  signet,  assignee ;  indict,  indie- 
Zion;  over,  lover,  clover;  and  so  on.  You  will  then  be  pre- 
pared to  hear  and  to  believe  that  the  best  of  readers  can  mere- 
ly guess  how  to  pronounce  a  word  they  have  only  seen  and 
never  heard.     If  any  of  your  friends  doubt  this  assertion,  see 
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how  many  can  tell  you  the  correct  pronunciation  of  batman, 
beaufin,  rowlock,  bourgeoise  type,  demy  paper,  Beaulieu,  Hochela- 
ga  —  words  which  are  not  common,  and  which  will  therefore 
test  their  real  ability  of  reading  at  sight.  When  they  are 
tired  Avith  guessing,  turn  this  page  upside  down,  and  they 
will  see  a  key  to  the  pronunciation  of  these  words  as  near- 
ly as  common  letters  will  show  it,  in  the  next  line. 

"yvfiojvsojj  Lliioidrr  L/iwdip  l30}ofxno   tyonuru  ''uiffiQ   himucnvq 

6.  Now  though  this  extaordinarily  confused  spelling  must 
be  acquired  from  the  same  unavoidable  necessity  that  your 
child  must  walk  on  rough  roads  —  because  there  is  as  yet  no 
other  means  of  communication  for  thought  on  the  one  hand, 
or  for  the  body  on  the  other  —  there  is  now  no  more  neces- 
sity for  beginning  with  this  spelling,  than  there  is  for  teach- 
ing your  son  to  walk  by  laying  him  on  the  rutty,  stony  road. 
We  have  now  learned  how  to  prepare  an  artificial  ground 
for  his  first  book  exercise.  "We  can  teach  him  to  attach  sounds 
to  letters,  to  put  letters  together  into  words,  actually  to  read 
and  know  the  blessing  and  use  of  reading,  without  letting 
him  know  anything  of  the  difficulties  of  our  present  spelling. 
The  letters  used  for  this  purpose  are,  as  you  know  they  must 
be,  somewhat  different  from  those  of  the  usual  print ;  but  they 
bear  such  a  distinct  and  unmistakable  relation  to  them,  that 
when  a  child  has  once  learned  to  read  from  our  new  alpha- 
bet—  which  is  an  easy  and  delightful  task,  because  it  is  a 
healthy  exercise  of  his  brain  —  he  learns  to  read  in  the  old 
way  with  such  little  trouble,  that  he  regards  it  rather  as  a 
pleasant  riddle-guessing  than  hard  labor.  In  short,  by  learn- 
ing the  new  reading  first,  and  then  going  on  with  the  old, 
he  has  to  spend  less  than  half  the  time  over  reading  than 
he  is  now  condemned  to  do,  and  is  saved  all  the  labor,  mis- 
ery, disgust,  and  stupefying  of  the  old  way,  while  his  style 
of  reading  is  greatly  improved,  his  pronunciation  is  rendered 
more  correct  and  distinct,  and  his  whole  mind  is  brought  in- 
to a  better  condition. 

7.  You  may  see   the  truth   of  the   above   assertions   placed 
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beyond  doubt  in  the  Reports  of  the  Superintendents  of  the 
Public  Schools  of  Indianapolis,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Waltham, 
Mass.,  etc.  You  will  then  find  how  carefully  experiments 
have  been  tried,  in  how  many  places,  and  under  what  va- 
ried circumstances,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
Reading  Reform,  and  see  how  completely  experienced  teach- 
ers confirm  what  we  have  said.  You  will  then  feel  that  this 
Reading  Reform  is  no  trick,  no  quackery,  no  humbug,  nay, 
that  it  is  no  longer  even  an  experiment,  but  a  well  approved, 
well  tried,  and  a  thoroughly  successful  plan  of  teaching  to 
read,  fit  to  be  used  in  all  schools,  and  already  used  in  a  great 
many.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  you  will  be  glad  of  having  an 
opportunity  to  let  your  children  be  instructed  on  this  new 
and  rational  plan.  Nay,  more  than  this,  we  hope  you  will 
assist  us  by  allowing  such  of  your  children  as  are  under 
our  instruction  to  teach  you  in  the  evening  what  they  have 
learned  during  the  day.  This  will  be  of  great  assistance  to 
them,  as  nothing  fixes  a  subject  so  well  upon  the  mind  as 
explaining  it  to  others :  thus  you  may  teach  your  other  chil- 
dren to  read  by  a  little  pleasant  labor,  after  working-hours, 
before  sending  them  to  school  at  all.  As  children  of  eleven  years 
of  age  have  readily  learned  to  teach  others  on  this  plan,  you 
need  not  dread  any  difficulty;  and  the  advantage  to  your 
children  of  having  their  whole  schooling-time  free  from  the 
labor  of  learning  to  read,  is  greater  than  any  but  schoolmas- 
ters can  conceive. 


A.  J.  E. 
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N  de  tjm  ov  hwic;  $  am  ab^t  tu  spsk, 
dqr  woz  no  partikqlar  enmiti  betwen  de  varius 
spejez  ov  brcots ;  de  clog  and  de  hqr  cjated  veri 
agrecibli  tugeder,  and  el  de  wurld  noz  dat  de 
wulf,  unakwanted  wid  mutn,  had  a  partikqlar 
afekjon  fer  de  lam.  In  doz  liapi  daz,  too 
most  rsspektabl  kats,  ov  veri  old  famili,  had 
an  onli  deter ;  never  woz  a  kitn  mor  amiabl, 
er  mor  bewicjirj  ;  az  je  grco  up  fs  manifested  so 
meni  cjqrmz,  dat  Js  in  a  litl  hwjl  bekain  noted 
az  de  gratest  brtti  in  ds  naborhud.  (D  wil  not 
deskrjb  her  perfekjonz  in  dstal.  :  Sufjs  it  tii 
sa  dat  her  skin  woz  ov  de  most  delikat  tertiz- 
jel,  dat  her  pez  wer  smooder  dan  velvet,  dat 
her  hwiskerz  wer  twelv  inqez  Ion  at  lest,  and 
dat  her  \z  had  a  jentlnes  eltugeder  astonifirj 
in  a  kat.  But  if  de  yurj  btiti  had  siitorz  in 
plenti  diirirj  de  ljvz  ov  her  fqder"  and  muder, 
yco  ma  supoz  dat  de  number  woz  not  diminijt 
hwen,  at  de  aj  ov  tco-yerz  and   a  hqf,  fe    woz 


left  an  erian  and  sol  qres  tu  el  ds  hsreditari  properti. 
In  fjn,  {s  woz  de  richest  marij  in  ds  hoi  kuntri. 

Widst  trublirj  yco  wid  ds  advenuirz  ov  de  rest  ov 
her  luverz,  wid  da/  ni:  and  dqr  rsjekjon,  I  kum  at 
wuns  tu  ds  tco  rjvalz  most  sarjgwin  ov  sukses  —  ds 
Dog  and  ds  Foks. 

Ns  ds  dog  woz  a  handsum,  onest,  strat-ferward,  af- 
ekjonet  felo  :  r  Fer  mj  pctrt,"  sed  hs?  "  4  dont  wun- 
der  at  inj  kuzn'z  rsf  iizirj  Broom  ds  Bqr,  and  Gantgrim 
ds  wulf ;  tu  bs  jcor  da  giv  demselvz  grat  qrz?  and  kel 
demselvz  nobl,  but  hwot  den  ?  Brcoin  iz  elwaz  in  dz 
sulks,  and  Gantgrim  elwaz  in  a  pajon ;  a  kat  ov  eni 
sensibiliti  wud  lsd  a  mizerabl  l^f  wid  dem ;  az  fer  me, 
3)  am  veri  gud  temperd  hwen  ft  am  not  put  st ;  and  ft 
hav  no  felt  eksept  dat  ov  bsirj  arjgri  if  disturbd  at  m\ 
mslz.  ft  am  yurj  and  gud  lukirj,  fond  ov  pla  and 
anmzment,  and  eltugeder  az  agrsabl  a  buzband  az  a 
kat  kud  f  jnd  in  a  sumerz  da.  If  Js  mariz  ms,  wel  and 
gud ;  Js  ma  hav  her  properti  setld  on  herself  —  if  not, 
ft  fal  bqr  her  no  malis ;  and  ft  hop  ft  jant  bs  tco  muq 
in  luv  tu  ferget  dqr  ctr  uder  kats  in  ds  wurld." 

Wid  dat  ds  dog  trco  hiz  tal  over  hiz  bak,  and  set 
ef  tu  hiz  mistres  wid  a  ga  fas  on  ds  mater. 

Ns  ds  foks  herd  ds  dog  tekirj  dus  tu  himself  —  fer 
ds  foks  woz  elwaz  pspirj  ab^t  in  holz  and  kernerz,  and 
hs  burst  st  a  lafirj  hwen  ds  dog  woz  st  ov  sjt. 

10 


"  Ho,  ho,  mj  fjn  felo,"  sed  he,  "  not  so  fast,  if  yoo 
plez  ;  yco'v  got  de  foks  fer  a  r^val,  let  me  tel  yco." 

3s  foks,  az  yco  veri  wel  no,  iz  a  best  dat  kan  never 
dci)  enitin  widst  a  mancover;  and  az,  from  hiz  kunirj, 
he  woz  jenerali  veri  luki  in  enifiirj  he  undertuk,  hs  did 
not  dst  fer  a  moment  dat  he  Jud  put  de  dog'z  noz  st 
ov  jeent.  Ranard  woz  aw^r  dat  in  luv  wun  fud  elwaz, 
if  posibl,  be  de  ferst  in  de  feld,  and  he  darfor  rezolvd  tu 
get  de  start  ov  de  dog  and  arjv  befor  him  at  de  kat's 
rezidens.  But  dis  woz  no  ezi  mater ;  fer  do  Ranard 
kud  run  faster  dan  de  dog  fer  a  litl  wa,  he  woz  no 
mac;  fer  him  in  a  jurni  ov  sum  distans.  "  Hsever,"  sed 
Ranard,  Ci  doz  gud  natirrd  kretiirz  cir  never  veri 
wjz :  and  S  tirjk  I  no  elredi  hwot  wil  mak  him  bat  on 
hiz  wa." 

Wid  dat,  de  foks  troted  priti  fast  bj  a  Jert  kut  in 
de  wudz,  and  getirj  befor  de  dog,  lad  himself  dsn  b\ 
a  hoi  in  de  erB  and  began  tu  h^l  most  pitiusli. 

cle  dog,  herirj  de  ne-z,  woz  veri  mug  alqrmd;  "Se 
ns,"  sed  he,  "if  de  poor  foks  haz  not  got  himself  intu 
sum  skrap.  cLoz  kunirj  kretiirz  qr  elwaz  in  miscjif ; 
tank  hevn,  it  never  kumz  intu  m\  hed  tu  be  kunirj." 
And  de  gud  naturd  animal  ran  ef  az  hqrd  az  he  kud 
tu  se  hwot  woz  de  mater  wid  de  foks. 

"Q  der!  "  krjd  Ranard,  "4  hwot  Jal  ffi  dco,  hwot  Jal 
ft  dot)  ?  m\  poor  litl  sister  haz  gotn  intu   dis   hoi,  and  ft 
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kant  get  her  ^t  —  Js  wil  sertenli  bs  smuderd."  And 
de  foks  burst  "st  a  h^lirj  mor  pitiusli  dan  bsfor. 

"But,  m\  der  Hanaro*,"  sed  ds  dog,  veri  simpli, 
"nhwj  dont  yco  go  in  after  ycor  sister." 

"  H,  yco  ma  wel  ask  dat,"  sed  ds  foks,  "  but,  in 
trjiij  tu  get  in,  Q.  dont  yco  perssv  dat  OB  hav  sprand  m\ 
bak,  and  kant  ster  ?  O  der,  G.hwot  Jal  S  dco  if  m\  pcor 
litl  sister  gets  smuderd?" 

"Pra  dont  veks  ycorself,"  sed  ds  dog;  "¥l  get  her 
sfc  in  an  instant;"  and  wid  dat  hs  forst  hiz  wa  wid 
grat  clifikulti  intu  ds  hoi. 

Ns  no  sooner  did  d&  foks  ss  dat  ds  dog  woz  farli  in, 
dan  hs  rold  a  grat  ston  tu  ds  rirat  ov  ds  hoi,  and 
f ited  it  so  tjt,  dat  ds  dog,  not  bshj  abl  tu  turn  rand 
and  skracj  agenst  it  wid  hiz  forpez,  woz  mad  a  klos 
prizoner. 

"  Hq,  hct,"  krjd  Ranard,  lafh]  stsjd,  "arniiz  ycorself 
wid  mj  pcor  litl  sister,  hw^l  tD  go  and  mak  ycor  kompli- 
ments  tu  madmwezel  ds  kat." 

Wid  dat  Ranard  set  ef  at  an  szi  pas,  never  trublirj 
hiz  heel  hwot  bskam  ov  ds  pcor  clog.  Hwen  hs  arjvd 
in  ds  naborhucl  ov  ds  bujiful  kat's  manfon,  hs  rszolvd 
tu  pa  a  vizit  tu  a  frend  ov  hiz,  an  old  magpj  dat  livd 
in  a  trs,  and  woz  wel  akwanted  wid  el  ds  niiz  ov  ds 
plas.  "Fer,"  tet  Ranard,  "J  ma  az  wel  no  ds  wsk 
sjd  ov  m\  mistres  dat  iz  tu  bs,  and  get  rand  it  at  wuns." 
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*  c£s  magpj  resevd  de  foks  wid  grat  kerdialiti,  and  in- 
kwjrd  hwot  bret  him  so  grat  a  distans  from  horn. 

"  Upon  mj  wurd,"  sed  de  foks,  "nutirj  so  muq  az  de 
ple3iir  ov  seirj  ycor  ladijip,  and  herirj  doz  agreabl  anek- 
dots  yd)  tel  wid:  so  ^otrmirj  a  gras  ;  but,  tu  let  yco  intu 
a  sekret —  be  Joor  it  dont  go  furder —  " 

"  On  ds  wurd  ov  a  magpj,"  interupted  de  berd. 

"  Pqrdon  me  fer  d^tirj  yco,"  kontinud  ds  foks,  "  (E 
Jud  hav  rekolekted  dat  a  magpj  woz  a  proverb  fer  dis- 
krejon;  but,  az  SB  woz  sairj,  yco  no  her  majesti  de 
l^ones." 

"Ecorli,"  sed  de  magpj. 

"  Wei ;  fe  woz  plezd  tu  fel  in — dat  iz  tu  sa — tu- 
tu— tak  a  kapres  tu  yoor  humbl  servant,  and  de  ljon 
grco  so  jelus  dat  i  tet  it  proodent  tu  dekamp;  a  jelus 
ljon  iz  no  jok,  let  me  ajcor  yco." 

So  grat  a  pes  ov  nuz  delated  de  magpj.  Ee  kud 
not  but  repa  it  in  kjnd,  b\  el  de  miz  in  her  bujet.  Ee 
told  de  foks  el  de  skandal  cib^t  Bra)in  and  Gantgrim, 
and  Je  den  fel  tu  wurk  on  de  poor  yurj  kat.  Ee  did 
not  spqr  her  fecblz,  yco  ma  be  foor. .  cCe  foks  lisnd  wid 
grat  atenfon,  and  he  lernd  enuf  tu  konvins  him,  dat 
hsever  de  magpj  egzajerated,  de  kat  woz  veri  suseptibl 
tu  flateri,  and  had  a  grat  del  ov  imajinafon. 

Hwen  de  magpj  had  finijt,  je  sed,    "But  it  must  be 
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veri  unfertunat  fer  ya)  tu  be  banijt  from  so  magnifi- 
sent  a  kort  az  dat  ov  de  lion.1' 

"Az  tu  dat,"  anserd  ds  foks,  "§■  konsold  myself 
fer  mj  egzjl,  wid  a  prezent  hiz  majesti  mad  me  on 
pqrtirj,  az  a  reward  ov  mj  anzjeti  fer  hiz  onor  and  do- 
mestik  trarjkwiliti ;  namli,  tre  harz  from  de  fif  fi  leg  ov 
ds  amerontologosforus.     Only  tink  ov  dat," 

"Q.cle  hwot,"  krjd  de  magpj,  kokirj  dsn  her  left  er. 

"  3e  am-er-on-tol-o-gos-fo-rus." 

"Le!"  sod  de  magpj,  "and  c.kwot  iz  dat  veri  long 
wurd,  m\  der  Ranctrd." 

"  cle  amerontologosforus  iz  a  best  dat  livz  on  ds 
uder  sjd  ov  ds  river  Sjlinks ;  it  haz  f^v  legz,  and  on 
de  fifi)  leg  dar  cu'  f  re  ha^rz,  and  hooever  haz  doz  tie 
hqrz  kan  be  yurj  and  butiful  ferever." 

u  Bles  me ;  >f  wi{  yco  wud  let  me  se  dem,"  sed  dz 
magpj,  holdirj  st  her  kle. 

Wud  dat  E  kud  obly  yco;  but  it  iz  az  muq  az  mj 
ljf  iz  wurf)  tu  jo  dem  tu  eni  but  de  ladi  >D  mari.  In 
fakt,  da  onli  hav  an  efekt  on  de  far  seks,  az  yco  ma 
se  bj  mjself,  hooz  pan*  person  da  uterli  fal  tu  imprcDv  ; 
da  qr,  dqrfor,  intended  fer  a  marij  prezent,  and  hiz 
majesti  de  ljon  dus  jenerusli  atond  tu  me  fer  reliij- 
kwijhj  de  tenderhes  ov  hiz  kwen.  Wun  must  konfes 
dat  dar  woz  a  grat  del  ov  delikasi  in  de  gift.  But 
ya>'l  be  fcor  not  tu  menfon  it." 
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"G  magpj  gosip,  indsd!"  kwot  de  old  blab. 

cle  foks  den  wijt  de  magpj  gud-njt,  and  retard  tu  a 
hoi  tu  slsp  ef  ds  fatsgz  ov  de  da,  befor  he  prezented 
himself  tu  de  biitiful  yuij  kat. 
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•J^wfif  8  nekst  mernirj,  bevn  noz  bs,  it  woz 
•jjj||fl  el  over  de  plas  dat  Ranard  de  foks 
bad  bin  banift  from  kort  fer  de  favor  Jon  bim 
b\  ber  majesti,  and  dat  de  ljon  bad  brjbd  biz 
depqrftir  wid  tre  ba/z  dat  wind  mak  eni  ladi, 
boom  de  foks  marid,  yurj  and  butiful  fer  ever. 

cle  kat  woz  de  ferst  tu  lern  de  nuz,  and  Je 
bekam  el  kixriositi  tu  se  so  interestiij  a  stranjer, 
pozest  ov  "kwolifikajonz"  bwicj,  in  de  larjgwaj 
ov  de  da,  u  wild  render  eni  animal  bapi."  Ee 
woz  not  lorj  widst  obtaniij  ber  wij.  Az  Je  woz 
takirj  a  wek  in  de  wud  de  foks  kontrjvd  tu 
enksnter  ber.  Yco  ma  be  fcor  be  mad  ber  hiz 
best  b^ ;  and  be  flaterd  de  pcor  mad  wid  so 
kortli  an  ar  dat  Je  se  nuMi]  surprjzirj  in  de  luv 
ov  de  ljones. 

Menbwjl,  let  us  se  bwot  bekam  ov  biz  rjval, 
de  dog. 

Hwen  be  fend  dat  be  woz  dus  entrapt,  be 
gav  bimself  up  fer  lost.  In  van  be  kikt  wid 
biz  byid  legz  agenst  de  ston ;  be  onli  sukseded 
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in  brcoziij  hiz  poz,  and  at  lerjB  lis  woz  forst  tw  lj  dsn, 
wid  hiz  turj  st  ov  hiz  nvsh,  and  kw^t  egzested.  "  Hs- 
ever,"  seel  he,  after  he  had  takn  brei),  "it  wil  not  d(D 
tin.  bs  stqrvd  her,  widst  clcDirj  mj  best  tu  eskap  ;  and 
if  S  kant  get  st  wun  wa,  let  me  se  if  dqr  iz  not  a  hoi 
at  de  uder  end ;"  dus  sairj,  hiz  kuraj,  kwig  stud  him 
in  lti  ov  kunirj,  returnd,  and  he  proseded  on  wid  de 
sam  strat  ferward  wa  in  hwiq  he  elwaz  kondukted 
himself.  At  ferst  de  pat  woz  eksediijli  naro,  and  he 
hurt  hiz  sjdz  veri  mu^  agenst  de  ruf  stonz  dat  projek- 
ted  from  de  erf).  But  bj  degrez  de  wa  bekam  breder, 
and  he  ns  went  on  wid  konsiderabl  ez  tu  himself  til  he 
arjvd  in  a  lctrj  kavern,  hwqr  he  se  an  imens  grifin, 
sitiij  on  hiz  tal?  and  smokirj  a  hnj  pjp. 

<Ie  clog  woz  bj  no  menz  plezd  at  metirj  so  sudenli  a 
kretiir  dat  had  onli  tu  opn  hiz  mst  tu  swolo  him  up 
at  a  mersel ;  hsever,  he  put  a  bold  fas  on  de  danjer, 
and  wekjrj  respektfuli  up  tu  de  grifin,  sed,  "  Ser,  i 
jud  fel  veri  mu^  obljjcl  tu  yco  if  ya)  wind  inferm  me  de 
wa  st  ov  dez  holz  intu  de  uper  wurld." 

cle  grifin  tuk  de  pjp  st  ov  hiz  msi)  and  lukt  at  de 
dog  veri  sternli. 

"  Ho  !  re*;,"  sed  he,  u  S  hs  kumest  d^  hider.  ffi 
supoz  ds  wontest  tu  stel  m\  tre3ur ;  but  IE  no  hs  tu 
tret  sug  vagabonelz  az  yco,  and  $  Jal  sertenli  et  yd)  up." 

"Yco  kan  do  dat  if  yco  cjcdz,"  sed  de  dog,  "but  it 
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wud  be  veri  unhandsum  kondukt  in  an  animal  so  rmig 
biger  dan  mjself.  Fer  mi  on  port  $  never  atak  eni  clog 
dat  iz  not  ov  ekwal  sjz.  $  fuel  be  ajamd  ov  mjself  if 
J  did;  and  az  tu  ycor  tre3ur,  de  karakter  E  bar  fer 
onesti  iz  tco  wel  non  tu  merit  sug  a  suspijon." 

"Upon  m\  ward/'  sed  de  grifin,  hco  kud  not  help 
smjlirj  fer  de  ljf  ov  him,  "  yco  hay  a  sirjgiilarli  fre  mod 
ov  ekspresirj  ycorself ;  c.but  Irs,  J  sa,  kam  yco  hider." 

<Ien  de  dog,  hco  did  not  no  hwot  a  lj  woz,  told  de 
grifin  hiz  hoi  histori,  tes  he  had  set  ef  tu  pa  hiz  kort 
tu  de  kat,  and  ks  Ranard  de  foks  had  entrapt  him  in- 
tu  de  hoi. 

Hwen  he  had  finijt  de  grifin  sed  tu  him,  "  tE  se,  mj 
frend  dat  yco  no  fcs  tu  spek  de  trcot ;  $  am  in  wont  ov 
just  sug  a  servant  az  yco  wil  mak  me ;  darfor  sta  wid 
me  and  kep  wog  over  m\  tregirr  hwjl  $  slep." 

"  Tco  wurdz  tu  dat,"  sed  de  dog.  "Yco  hav  hurt  m\ 
felirjz  veri  mug  bj  suspektirj  m|  onesti,  and  #  wud  nmg 
sconer  go  bak  intu  de  wud  and  be  avenjd  on  dat  sksn- 
drel  de  foks,  dan  serv  a  master  hco  haz  so  il  an 
opinyon  ov  me,  evn  if  he  gav  me  tu  kep,  mug  les  tu 
tak  kar  ov,  el  de  trejurz  in  de  wurld.  S  pra  yco, 
darfor,  tu  dismis  me,  and  tu  put  me  in  de  rjt  wa  tu 
m\  kuzn,  de  kat." 

"1  am  not  a  grifin  ov  meni  wurdz,"  anserd  de  mas- 
ter ov  de  kavern,  "and  $  giv  yco  ycor  gers ;  be  mj  servant 
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or  be  nij  brekfast ;  it  iz  just  de   sain  tu    me.     k  giv 
yd)  tjm  tu  desjd  til  ft  hav  smokt  sfc  m\  p^p." 

els  poor  dog  did  not  tak  so  loij  tu  konsider.  "It  iz 
troo,"  he  tet,  "dat  it  iz  a  grat  misfertiin  tu  liv  in  a 
k'av  wid  a  grifin  ov  so  unplezant  a  ksntenans ;  but, 
probabli,  if  ft  serv  him  wel  and  fatfuli,  he'l  tak  piti  on 
ms  sum  da  and  let  me  go  bak  tu  erti,  and  proov  tu  mj 
kuzn  kwot  a  rog  de  foks  iz ;  and  az  tu  de  rest,  do  ft 
wud  sel  m\  Ijf  az  der  az  ft  kud,  it  iz  imposibl  tu  f jt  a 
grifin  wid  a  nrsfi  ov  so  monstrus  a  sjz;'5  in  jert,  he  de- 
sjded  tu  sta  wid  de  grifin. 

"  Eak  a  pe  on  it, "kwot  de  grim  smoker ;  and  de 
dog  fuk  p9z. 

"And  ii5,"  sed  d?  grifin,  "ft  wil  tel  yco  hwot  yco  qr 
tu  doo —  luk  her;"  and,  mcoviij  hiz  tal  he  }od  de  dog 
a  grat  hep  ov  gold  and  silver,  in  a  hoi  in  de  grand, 
dat  he  had  kuverd  wid  de  foldz  ov  hiz  tal  •  and  elso 
hwot  de  dog  tet  mor  valiiabl,  a  grat  hep  ov  bonz  ov 
veri  temptirj  aperans. 

"Ns,"  sed  de  grifin,  "diirirj  de  da  ft  kan  tak  veri 
gud  kqr  ov  dez  mjself ;  but  at  njt  it  iz  veri  nesesari 
dat  ft  jud  go  tu  slep  ;  so  hwen  ft  slep  yco  must  wocj 
over  dem  insted  ov  me." 

"  Yeri  wel,"  sed  de  dog;  ''az  tu  de  gold  and  silver 
ft  hav  no  objekjon ;  but  ft  wud  mug  ruder  yco  wud  lok 
up  de  bonz,  fer  ¥m.  ofn  hurjgri  ov  a  njt,  and  —  " 
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u  Hold  ycor  tun,"  sed  de  grifin. 

"  But  ser,"  sed  de  dog,  after  a  Jert  sjlens,  "  Jcorli 
nobodi  ever  kumz  intu  so  retjrd  a  sitiiafon,  c.  Hco 
qr  de  tevz,  if  >E  ma  mak  bold  tu  ask." 

u  3ar  qr  a  grat  meni  serpents  in  dis  naborhud," 
anserd  de  grifin,  "and  da  qr  elwaz  tr^ir)  tu  stel  mj 
tre3tir ;  and  if  da  kacj  me  napirj,  da  wud  dco  dqr  best 
tu  stirj  ms  tu  deft;  so  dat  ^  am'elmost  worn  st  fer 
wont  ov  slep." 

"  R,"  sed  de  dog,  hco  woz  fond  ov  a  gucl  njt's  rest, 
*'E  dont  envi  yco  ycor  ti^iir,  ser." 

At  njt,  de  grifin,  ha>  had  a  grat  del  ov  penetrajon, 
and  so  dat  be  injt  depend  on  de  dog,  lad  dsn  tu  slep 
in  anuder  kerner  ov  de  kav ;  and  de  dog,  fakiij  him- 
self wel,  so  az  tu  be  kwjt  awak,  tuk  wocj  over  de 
tre3ur.  Hiz  mst  weterd  eksediijli  at  de  bonz,  and  he 
kud  not  help  smelirj  dem  nx  and  den;  but  he  sed  tu 
himself,  u  Q  bqrgen  iz  a  bctrgen,  and  sins  ►!  hav  prompt 
tu  serv  de  grifin,  ft  must  serv  him  az  an  onest  dog  et 
tu  serv." 
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ij^M  N  ds  midl  ov  ds  njt  hs  se  a  grat  snak 
krspirj  in  bj  ds  sjd  ov  ds  kav,  but  ds  dog  set 
up  so  lsd  a  bqrk  dat  ds  grifin  awok,  and  ds 
snak  krept  awa  az  fast  az  hs  kud.  <Ien  ds 
grifin  woz  veri  mug  plszd,  and  hs  gav  ds  dog 
wun  ov  6lz  bonz  tu  amuz  himself  wid ;  and  ev- 
eri  n^t  ds  dog  woqt  ds  tre3nr  and  akwited  him- 
self so  wel  dat  not  a  snak,  at  last,  dard  tu 
mak  its  apsrans ;  so  ds  grifin  enjerd  an  ekselent 
njt's  rest. 

3s  dog  ns  fend  himself  mug  mor  kumfort- 
abl  dan  hs  ekspekted.  cLs  grifin  regujarli  gav 
him  wun  ov  ds  bonz  for  super ;  and  plszd  wid 
hiz  f  jdeliti,  mad  himself  az  agrsabl  a  master  az 
a  grifin  kud  be.  Stil,  Irsever,  ds  dog  woz  ss- 
kretli  veri  arjkjus  tu  rsturn  tu  erft  ;  for  havirj 
nufiirj  tu  dco  durirj  ds  da  but  tu  doz  on  ds 
grand,  hs  drsmd  perpetuali  ov  hiz  kuzn  ds 
kat's  qqrmz :  and,  in  fansi,  hs  gav  ds  raskal 
Ranard  az  hqrti  a  wuri  az  a  foks  ma  wel  hav 
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de  onor  ov  resevirj  from  a  dog'z  pez.     lie  awok  pant- 
irj  —  alas,  he  kiad  not  realjz  kiz  dremz. 

Wun  njt,  az  he  woz  wocjirj  az  ya^iial  over  de  tre5- 
iir,  he  wez  gratli  surprjzd  tu  se  a  butiful  litl  blak 
and  hwjt  dog  enter  de  kay ;  and  it  kam  fenirj  tu  ^r 
onest  frend  ,  wagiij  its  tal  wid  ple^ur. 

"  H !  litl  wun,"  seel  ^r  dog,  hcom,  tu  distirjgwij,  ►! 
wil  kel  de  woe;  clog,  "  yco  had  beter  inak  de  best  ov 
ycor  wa  bak  agen.  Se,  dqr  iz  a  grat  grifin  aslep  in  de 
uder  kerner  ov  de  kav,  and  if  he  awaks,  he  wil  et  yco 
up,  er  mak  yco  hiz  servant  az  he  haz  mad  me." 

"  ►!  no  hwot  yco  wud  tel  me,"  sez  de  litl  dog,  "  and 
%  hav  kum  d^n  her  tu  deliver  yco.  cle  ston  iz  ns  gon 
from  de  mst  ov  de  kav,  and  yoo  hav  nutiij  tu  dco  but 
tu  go  bak  wid  me.     Kum,  bruder,  kum." 

cle  dog  woz  veri  mucj  eksjted  h\  dis  adres.  "  Don't 
ask  me,  m\  der  litl  frend,"  seel  he ;  "yco  must  be  awar 
dat  i  fuel  be  tco  hapi  tu  eskap  st  ov  dis  koid  kav, 
and  rol  on  de  soft  turf  wuns  mor  ;  but  if  %  lev  m\  mas- 
ter, de  grifin,  doz  kuniij  serpents,  hco  qr  elwaz  on  de 
wocj,  wil  kum  in  and  stel  hiz  tregur,  and,  perhaps  stiij 
him  tu  det."  clen  de  litl  dog  kam  up  tu  de  wocj  dog 
and  remonstrated  wid  him  jentli,  and  takirj  him  bj  de 
er,  enclevord  tu  dre  him  from  de  tregur,  but  de  clog 
wud  not  ster  a  step,  do  hiz  hqrt  sorii  prest  him.  At 
lent  de  litl  clog,  fjnclii)  it  el  in  van,  seel,  "  Wei,  den,  if 
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ft  must  lev,  gud  15\ ;  but  $  hav  bekum  so  huijgri  in 
kumirj  d^n  el  (lis  wa  after  ya>,  dat  ft  wi}  yco  wed  giv 
me  wun  ov  doz  bonz;  da  smel  yeri  plezantli;  and  wun 
st  ov  so  meni  kud  never  be  mist." 

"  Olas,"  sed  ds  wog  dog,  wid  terz  in  biz  jz,  u  hs  un- 
luki  ft  am  tu  bav  et  up  ds  bon  mj  master  gav  me, 
uderwjz  yco  Jiad  bav  bad  it  and  welkum.  But  ft  kan't 
giv  yco  wun  ov  dez,  bekez  mj. master  baz  mad  me  prom- 
is  tu  wocj  over  dem  el,  and  ft  bav  givn  him  m\  pe  on 
it.  ft  am  Jflor  a  dog  ov  year  respektabl  aperans  wil  sa 
nutirj  furder  on  de  subjekt." 

3en  de  litl  dog  anserd  petijli,  "  Hwot  nonsens  ya>  da) 
tek ;  Jcoiii  a  grat  grifin  kan't  mis  a  litl  bon,  fit  fer  me ;" 
and  neslirj  biz  noz  under  de  wocj  dog,  be  tqd  tu  brirj 
up  wun  ov  de  bonz. 

At  dis  de  wocj  dog  groo  arjgri,  and,  do  wid  mug  re- 
luktans,  be  sezd  de  litl  dog  bj  de  nek  and  trco  him  ef, 
do  widst  hurtirj  him.  Suclenli  de  litl  clog  (janjd  intu 
a  monstrus  serpent,  biger  evn  dan  de  grifin  himself,  and 
de  wog  dog  bqrkt  wid  el  hiz  mjt.  cle  grifin  roz  in  a 
grat  huri,  and  de  serpent  sprarj  upon  him  qr  he  woz 
wel  awak. 

ft  wij  yoo  kud  hav  sen  de  batl  betwen  de  grifin  and 
de  serpent,  hs  da  kerld,  and  twisted,  and  bit  at  ecj  uder. 
At  lerjfc,  de  serpent  got  upermost,  and  woz  just  abst 
tu  plunj  hiz  tun  intu  dat  pqrfc    ov  de  grifin  hwifj  iz 
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unprotektecl  b\  hiz  skalz,  hwen  ds  dog  ssziij  him  h\  ds 
tal,  bit  him  so  Jqrpli  dat  hs  kud  not  help  turnirj  rend 
tu  kil  hiz  mi  asalant,  and  ds  grifin,  takirj  advcmtaj  ov 
ds  oportiiniti,  ket  ds  serpent  h\  ds  trot  wid  bot-  klez, 
and  fqiii  strarjgld  him. 

Az  scDn  az  ds  grifin  had  rskuverd  from  ds  nervus- 
nes  ov  ds  konflikt,  hs  hspt  el  maner  ov  karesez  on  &z 
dog  fer  savirj  hiz  ljf.  3s  dog  told  him  ds  hoi  stori, 
and  ds  grifin  den  ekspland,  dat  ds  ded  snak  woz  ds 
ldi]  ov  ds  serpents,  hco  had  ds  pser  tu  qanj  himself 
intu  eni  fap  hs  plszd.  "If  hs  had  tempted  yco,"  sed 
hs,  "  tu  lev  de  tre3ur  but  for  wun  moment,  er  tu  hav 
givn  him  eni  pqrt  ov  it,  he  wind  hav  krujt  yco  in  an 
ins -ant,  and  sturj  me  tu  det  befor  ^  kud  hav  wakt; 
but  nun,  no  not  de  most  venomus  tirj  in  kreajon,  haz 
pser  tu  hurt  de  onest  and  fatful." 

" 3at  haz  elwaz  bin  mj  bslsf,"  anserd  de  dog;  "and 
n3",  ser,  yco  had  beter  go  tu  slep  agen,  and  lev  de  rest 
tu  ms." 

"  Na,"  anserd  ds  grifin,  "  ►!  hav  no  lorjger  nsd  ov  a 
servant,  fer  ns  dat  ds  kirj  ov  ds  serpents  iz  ded,  de 
rest  wil  never  molest  me.  It  woz  onli  tu  satisfy  hiz 
avaris  dat  hiz  subjekts  dqrd  tu  brav  ds  den  ov  ds 
grifin." 

Upon  hsrirj  dis  ds  dog  woz  ekssdiijli  dsljted ;  and 
razirj  himself  on  hiz  hjnd  pez,  hs  begd  d&  grifin  most 
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mcovirjli  tu  let  him  return  tixi  erD,  tia  vizit  hiz  mistres 
de  kat,  and  wuri  hiz  r^val  de  foks. 

"  Yco  dco  not  serv  an  ungratfwl  master/'  anserd  de 
grifin.  "Yco  Jal  return,  and  E  wil  teg  yco  de  kraft 
ov  sr  ras,  hwig  iz  mug  kraftier  dan  de  ras  ov  dat 
petifoger  de  foks,  so  dat  yco  ma  be  abl  tu  kop 
wid  ycor  rjval." 

"  B,  ekskuz  me,"  sed  de  dog,  "E  am  mug  obljijd 
tu  yco ;  but  S  fansi  onesti  iz  a  mag  fer  kunirj  eni  da ; 
and  S  tirjk  mjself  a  grat  del  safer  in  beirj  a  dog  ov 
onor  dan  if  #  nu  el  de  triks  in  de  wurld." 

"  Wei,"  sed  de  grifin,  a  litl  pekt  at  de  dog'z  blunt- 
nes,  "  dco  az  yco  plez ;  E  wij  yco  el  posibl  sukses." 

<Ie  grifin  opnd  a  sekret  dor  in  de  sjd  ov  de  kav- 
ern,  and  de  dog  se  a  bred  pat  dat  led  at  wuns  intu 
de  wud.  He  tarjkt  de  grifin  wid  el  hiz  hqrt,  and  ran 
wagii]  hiz  tal  intu  de  opn  moonlit.  "B,  hqj  Master 
Foks,"  sed  he,  "dqr'z  no  trap  fer  an  ones"  dog  dat  haz 
not  got  too  dorz  tu  it,  kunirj  az  yco  tirjk  ycorself." 

Wid  dat  he  kurld  hiz  tal  galantli  over  hiz  bak,  and 
set  ef  on  a  lorj  trot  tu  de  kat's  hss.  Hwen  he  woz 
widin  sjt  ov  it,  he  stopt  tu  refref  himself  bj  a  pcol  ov 
weter,  and  q.hco  Jud  be  dqr  but  ^r  frend  de  magpj. 

"  4  And  hwot  dco  yco  wont,  frend,"  sed  je,  rader  dis- 
ci anfuli,  fer  de  dog  lukt  sumhwot  st  ov  trim  after 
hiz  jurni. 
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"  Jh  am  goirj  tu  se  m\  kuzn,   ds  kat,"  anserd  he. 

"  Ymr  kuzn  !  "  sed  ds  magpj;  uql  don't  yco  no  fs  iz 
goirj  tu  bs  marid  tu  Ranard  ds  foks !  3is  iz  not  a 
ijm  fer  her  tu  rsssv  ds  vizits  ov  a  brcot  ljk  ya>." 

Hsz  wurdz  put  ds  dog  in  sug  a  pajon  dat  ks  veri 
nsrli  bit  ds  magpj  fer  her  unsivil  mod  ov  komiinikatirj 
sue,  bad  miz.  Hsever,  ks  kurbcl  kiz  temper,  and  widst 
anseriij  her,  went  at  wuns  tu  ds  kat's  rezidens. 

els  kat  woz  sitii]  at  ds  windo,  and  no  sooner  did  ds 
dog  ss  her  dan  hs  f  qrli  lost  hiz  kqrt ;  never  had  hs  ssn 
so  gqrmirj  a  kat  bsfor ;  hs  advanst,  wagirj  hiz  tal,  and 
wid  hiz  most  insimtatir)  qr ;  hwen  ds  kat,  getirj  up, 
klapt  ds  windo  in  hiz  fas  —  and  lo  !  Ranard  d&  foks 
apsrd  in  her  sted. 

"Kum  sfc,  ds  raskal,"  sed  ds  dog,  join,  hiz  tsD; 
"kum  sfc,  E  cjalenj  ds  tu  sirjgl  kombat;  4  hav  not  fer- 
given  dj  malis,  and  ds  ssest  y$  am  no  logger  Jut  up  in 
ds  kav,  and  unabl  tu  punij  ds  fer  dj  wikednes." 

"  Go  horn,  sili  wun,"  anserd  ds  foks,  snerirjli ;  "  ds 
hast  no  biznes  hsr;  and  az  fer  fjtiij  ds — bq  !  "  c[en 
ds  foks  left  ds  windo  and  disaperd.  But  ds  dog  turo- 
li  enrajd,  skraqt  lustili  at  ds  dor,  and  mad  sue,  a  nez 
dat  prezentli  ds  kat  herself  kam  tu  ds  windo. 

"Hs  ns! "  sed  js  angrili,  "  c.hwot  msnz  el  dis  rcod- 
nes —  Shoo  qr  yco,  and  hwot  doo  yco  wont  at  mj  hss." 
"0,  m\  dsr  kuzn,"  sed  ds  dog,  icda>  not  spsk  so 
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sevsrli;  ±<  hav  kum  her  on  purpus  tu  pa  yco  a  vizit; 
and  hwotever  yco  dco,  let  ms  bsssc;  yco  not  tu  lisn  tu 
dat  vilen  Ranard ;  yco  hav  no  konsepjon  bwot  a  rog 
he  iz." 

"Hwot!"  sed  ds  kat,  blujirj,  "SDco  yco  dqr  tu  ctbuz 
ycor  beterz  in  dis  fa  Jon.  ^  ss  yco  bav  a  dszjn  on  ms. 
Go  dis  instant,  er  — " 

"  £nuf,  madam,"  sed  ds  dogprsdli;  yco  nsd  not 
spsk  twjs  tu  ms  —  fqrwel." 

And  bs  turnd  awa  veri  sloli,  and  went  under  a  trs, 
hwqr  hs  tuk  up  biz  lojirjz  fer  ds  njt.  But  ds  nekst 
merniij  dqr  woz  an  amazirj  komofon  in  ds  naborhud ; 
a  stranjer,  ov  a  veri  diferent  stjl  ov  travelirj  from  dat 
ov  ds  dog,  bad  arjvd  at  ds  ded  ov  ds  njt,  and  fikst  biz 
abod  in  a  Iqrj  kavern,  bolod  st  ov  a  stsp  rok.  3s 
no-z  hs  bad  mad  in  f ljii]  trco  ds  qv  woz  so  grat,  dat  hs 
had  awakend  everi  berd  and  bsst  in  ds  parij ;  and  Ra- 
nard, hcoz  bad  konjens  never  arsd  him  tu  slsp  veri 
s^nclli,  putirj  hiz  hed  st  ov  ds  windo,  perssvd,  tu  hiz 
grat  alqrm,  dat  ds  stranjer  woz  nutirj  les  dan  a  mon- 
strus  grifin. 
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3"  de  grifinz  qr  de  ripest  bests  in  ds 
wurld ;  and  dat  iz  de  rezon  da  kep  so 
klos  under  grand.  Hwenever  it  duz  kapn  dat 
da  pa  a  vizit  abuv,  it  iz  a  tin  not  tu  be  ezili 
fergotn. 

cle  magpj  woz  el  ajitajon — q.hwot  kud  de 
grifin  posibli  wont  dar.  £e  rezolvd  tu  tak  a 
pep  at  de  kavern,  and  akerdinli  Js  kopt  timor- 
usli  up  de  rok,  and  pretended  tu  be  pikirj  up 
stiks  for  her  nest. 

ic  Halo  !  madam ;"  krjd  a  veri  ruf  vers,  and  fe 
se  de  grifin  putin  biz  bed  st  ov  de  kavern. 
u  Halo  !  yoo  or  de  veri  ladi  S  wont  tu  se ;  yd) 
no  el  de  pepl  abst  her,  $  supoz." 

"  61  de  best  kumpani,  ycor  lerdjip,  4  sertenli 
dco,"  anserd  de  magpj. 

Upon  dis  de  grifin  wekt  st ;  and  sinokirj 
hiz  pip  le3urli  in  de  opn  qr,   kontimid  — 

"  4Hr  dar  eni  respektabl  bests  ov  gud  famili 
setld  in  dis  naborhud." 

"  Q,  most  elegant  sos^ti,  t&  kan  afoor  ya>r 
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lerdj'ip.  >D  hav  livd  her  mjself  dez  ten  yerz,  and  de 
grat  ares,  de  kat,  atrakts  a  vast  number  ov  stranjerz." 

"  Axes,  hided !  mug  ym  no  abst  qresez  !  cf qr  iz 
but  wun  ares  in  de  wurld,  and  dat  iz  mj  deter." 

"Bles  me,  Shaz  yoor  lerdjip  a  famili.  tt  beg  yco  a 
tszandpqrdonz.  But  S  onli  se  yoor  lerdjip's  on  ekwip- 
aj  last  njt,  and  did  not  no  yco  bret  eni  wun  wid  yco." 

"  M]  deter  went  ferst,  and  woz  safii  lojd  befor  E 
ar^vd.  £e  did  not  disturb  yco,  $  dar  sa,  az  ^  did ;  fer 
f e  salz  alorj  ljk  a  swon ;  but  ^  hav  de  gst  in  mj  left 
kle,  and  dat  iz  de  rezon  S  puf  and  gron  so  in  takinrj 
a  jurni." 

"  S  Xal  S  drop  in  upon  Mis  Grifin,  and  se  hs  f e  iz  af- 
ter her  jurni,"  sed  de  magpj,  advansirj. 

"  No ;  OB  don't  intend  her  tu  be  sen  hwjl  i*  sta  her. 
3e  yurj  bests  wud  be  runirj  awa  wid  her  if  da  wuns 
herd  hs  hands um  fe  woz.  Ee  iz  de  rivirj  piktiir  ov 
me,  but  |e  iz  monstrus  gidi.  Not  dat  S  Jiacl  kqr  mug 
if  Je  did  go  ef  wid  a  best  ov  h\  degre,  wer  t<  not  obly'd 
tu  pa  her  porjon,  hwicj  iz  prodijus,  and  (E  don't  ljk 
pqrtirj  wid  muni,  hwen  Wy  wuns  got  it.     Ho,  ho,  ho  !  " 

"Yco  qr  too  witi,  m\  lerd.  q.But  if  yco  refiizd  yoor 
konsent,"  sed  de  magpj,  arjkjus  tin.  no  de  hoi  famili 
histori  ov  so  ilustrius  a  grifin. 

"  $  Jud  hav  tu  pa  de  dsri  el  de  sam.  It  woz  left 
her  bj  her  urjkl,  de  dragon.     But  kep  sjlent  abst  dis." 
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"  Ycor  lerdjip  ma  depend  on  mj  sskresi.  tfc  wij  ycor 
lerdjip  a  veri  gud  merniij." 

Qwa  flu,  ds  magpj,  and  Js  did  not  stop  til  Js  got  tu 
ds  kat's  Ires.  3s  kat  and  ds  foks  wer  at  brekfast, 
and  d:c  foks  had  hiz  pe  on  hiz  hqrt.  "  Butiful  ssn !" 
kqd  ds  magpj ;  ds  kat  kulurd,  and  bad  her  tak  a  set. 

clen  ef  went  de  magpj'z  turj,  glib,  glib,  glib,  gater, 
cjater,  c;ater.  Es  related  tu  dem  de  hoi  stori  ov  de 
grifin,  and  hiz  deter,  and  a  grat  del  nior  bssjdz  dat  de 
grifin  had  never  told  her. 

cEe  kat  lisnd  atentivli.  Anuder  yurj  ares  in  de  na- 
borhud  mjt  be  a  ferniidabl  rjval.  "  But  Siz  de  grifines 
handsum,"  sed  fe. 

"  Handsum !  "  kqd  de  magpj ;  u  O,  if  yco  kud  hav 
sen  de  fqder  !  —  sue;  a  msD,  sucj  jz,  sucj  a  komplekjon, 
and  he  deklqrz  Js  iz  ds  veri  piktiir  ov  himself !  But 
4hwot  dco  yco  sa  Mister  Ranard;  ya>,  ha>  hav  ssn  so 
muq  ov  ds  wurld,  hav  perhaps  ssn  ds  yurj  ladi." 

"Hwj,  (D  kem't  sa  (B  hav,"  anserd  ds  foks,  wakirj 
from  a  re  veri ;  but  Js  must  bs  wunderfuli  rig.  >J  dar 
sa  dat  fool,  ds  dog,  wil  bs  makirj  up  tu  her." 

"H,  bj  ds  wa,"  sed  ds  magpj,  "hwot  a  fus  hs  mad 
at  ycor  dor  yesterda  ;  c;hwj  wud  yco  not  admit  him,  mj 
dsr." 

"  O  ! "  sed  ds  kat,  demirrli,  "Mister  Ranard  sez  hs 
iz  a  dog  ov  veri  bad  karakter,  kw|t  a    f  ertun  hunter ; 
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and  hjdig  a  most  danjerus  dispozijon  tu  bit  under  an 
aperans  ov  gud  natur.  ffi  bop  he  wil  not  be  kworel- 
sum  wid  yco,  der  Ranard." 

"  Wid- me  !  O  de  pcor  recj,  no  !  he  mjt  bluster  a  litl ; 
but  he  noz  dat  if  »Fm  wuns  angri,  ¥m  teribl  at  bjtirj ; 
but  wun  Jud  not  host  ov  himself." 

In  de  evnirj  Ranard  felt  a  stranj  dezjr  tu  go  and  se 
de  grifin  smokiij  hiz  pjp;  but  4  hwot  kud  he  dco.  clar 
woz  de  dog  under  de  opozit  tre,  evidentli  wogirj  fer 
him,  and  Ranard  had  no  wif  tu  proDV  himself  so  teribl 
at  bjtirj  az  he  deklard  he  woz.  At  last  he  rezolvd  tu 
kav  rekors  tu  stratajem  tu  get  rid  ov  d?  dog. 

CI  yurj  buk  ov  a  rabit,  a  sort  ov  provinjal  fop,  had 
lukt  in  upon  hiz  kuzn  de  kat,  tu  pa  her  hiz  respekts: 
and  Ranard,  takirj  him  asjd,  sed,  "  dat  fabi  lukin  dog 
under  de  tre  yonder,  haz  behavd  veri  il  tu  ycor  kuzn 
de  kat,  and  ya>  sertenli  et  tu  cjalenj  him  —  fergiv  m\ 
boldnes  —  nutirj  but  respekt  fer  year  karakter  indiisez 
me  tu  tak  so  grat  a  liber ti;  yco  no  E  wud  cjastjz  de 
raskal  myself,  but  hwot  a  skandal  it  wud  mak  !  If  # 
wer  olredi  mark!  tu  year  kuzn,  it  wud  be  kwjt  a  difer- 
ent  tin.  But  yoo  no  hwot  a  stori  dat  tatlirj  magpj 
wud  hag  st  ov  it." 

cle  rabit  lukt  veri  fcolij :  he  afoord  de  foks  dat  he 
woz  no  mag  fer  de  dog ;  dat  he  woz  veri  fond  ov  hiz 
kuzn,  tu  be  {cor ;  but  he  se  no  nesesiti  tu  interfer  wid 
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her  domestik  af^rz ;  in  Jert,  he  trjd  el  hs  posibli  kud 
tu  get  s"t  ov  ds  skrap ;  but  ds  foks  so  qrtfuli  plad  on 
hiz  vaniti  —  so  ernestli  ajcord  him  dat  ds  dog  woz  de 
bigest  ksard  in  ds  wurld,  and  wud  mak  an  apoloji, 
and  so  elokwentii  reprszented  tu  him  ds  glori  hs  wud 
obtan  fer  manifestii]  so  mug  spirit,  dat  at  lerjft  ds  rabit 
woz  perswaded  tu  go  st  and  dsliver  ds  cjalenj. 

"E  wil  bs  ycor  sekond,"  sed  ds  foks;  "and  ds  grat 
fsld  on  ds  uder  sjd  ov  ds  wud,  too  mjlz  from  hsr,  jal 
bs  ds  plas  ov  ds  batl ;  dqr  ws  fal  bs  st  ov  obzervajon. 
Yco  go  ferst ;  I'l  f olo  in  hqf  an  m%,  and,  in  kas  hs  duz 
aksept  ds  cjalenj,  and  yco  fsl  ds  lsst  afrad,  (Fl  bs  in  ds 
Mel,  and  tak  it  ef  vcor  pez  wid  ds  utmost  ple3nr.  Yco 
kan  rslj  on  ms,  mj  dsr  ser." 

Qwa  went  ds  rabit.  cLs  dog  woz  a  lifci  surpr^zd  at 
ds  tsmeriti  ov  ds  poor  krstur ;  but  on  hsrirj  dat  ds 
foks  woz  tu  bs  prezent,  wilirjli  konsented  tu  rspqr  tu 
ds  plas  ov  konflikt.  clis  redines  ds  rabit  did  not  at 
ol  relif ;  hs  went  veri  sloli  tu  ds  fsld,  and  ssirj  no  foks 
dqr,  hiz  hqrt  misgav  him,  and  hwjl  ds  clog  woz  putirj 
hiz  noz  tu  ds  grand,  tu  trj  if  hs  kud  trak  ds  kumin 
ov  ds  foks,  ds  rabit  slipt  intu  a  buro,  and  left  ds  dog 
tu  wek  bak  agen. 

Msnhw \l  ds  foks  woz  elredi  at  ds  rok ;  hs  lukt  abst 
veri  kefusli,  fer  hs  had  a  vag  nofon  dat  ds  grifin  wud 
not  bs  veri  sivil  tu  foksez. 
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"5"  dqr  wer  too  holz  in  de  rok,  wun  be- 
lo,  and  wun  abuv  —  an  uper  stori  and 
an  under;  and  hwjl  de  foks  woz  peril]  st,  be  se 
a  grat  kle  from  de  uper  rok  bekoniij  tu  him. 

"  H,  bet,"  seel  de  foks,  "  dat's  de  wonton 
yurj  grifines,  ¥1  vtf." 

He  aproqt,  and  a  vas  sed  — 

"GJqrnrirj  Mister  Ranard !  SDco  yoo  not 
tirjk  ya>  kud  deliver  an  unfertunat  grifines 
from  a  bqrbarus  konfjnment  in  dis  rok." 

"G  hevnz!"  krjd  de  foks,  tenderli,  "hwot 
a  butiful  vas,  and  hwot  a  luvli  kle!  G.Iz  it 
posibl  dat  S  her  de  deter  ov  mj  lerd,  de  grat 
grifin." 

"HuJ,  flaterer  !  not  so  lsd  if  yco  plez.  Mj 
fader  iz  takiij  an  evnirj  strol,  and  iz  veri  kwik 
ov  hsrirj.  He  haz  tjd  me  up  bj  m\  pcor  wirjz 
in  de  kavern,  fer  he  iz  mjtili  afrad  ov  sum  best 
runirj  awa  wid  me.  Yco  no  fD  hav  el  mj  fer- 
tun  setld  on  mjself." 

"Tek  not  ov  fertun,"  sed  de  foks;  "but 
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^hs  kan   *  deliver  yco.       4Eal  tf  enter  and  ne   de 
kerd." 

"  Qlas !  "  anserd  de  grifines,  "  it  iz  an  hnens  c;an 
dat  >I  am  b^nd  wid.  Eteever,  yco  ma  kum  in  and  tek 
mor  at  ycor  ez." 

3s  foks  pept  kejusli  el  rend,  and  seirj  no  sjn  ov  de 
grifin,  he  enterd  ds  loer  kav  and  stol  up  stqrz  tu  de 
uper  stori ;  but  az  he  went  on,  he  se  imens  pjlz  ov  ju- 
elz  and  gold,  and  el  serts  ov  tre3ur,  so  dat  de  old 
grifin  mjt  wel  hav  laft  at  de  poor  kat  beirj  keld  an  ares. 
3e  foks  woz  gratli  plezd  at  sug  indisputabl  sjnz  ov 
welt,  and  he  enterd  de  uper  kav,  rezolvd  tu  be  trans- 
ported wid  de  cjqrmz  ov  de  grifines. 

clar  woz,  hsever,  a  grat  kazm  betwen  de  landirj 
plas  and  de  spot  hwqr  de  yurj  ladi  woz  qand,  and  he 
fsnd  it  imposibl  tu  pas ;  de  kavern  woz  veri  dqrk,  but 
he  se  enuf  ov  de  figirr  ov  de  grifines  tu  persev,  in  sp  jt 
ov  her  petikot,  dat  fe  woz  de  imaj  ov  her  fqder,  and 
de  most  hideus  qres  de  eri)  ever  se. 

Hsever,  he  swolod  hiz  disgust,  and  pord  fort  sue;  a 
hep  ov  kompliments  dat  de  grifines  aperd  entjrli  wun. 
He  implord  her  tu  flj  wid  him  de  ferst  moment  Je  woz 
unhand. 

"Hat  iz  imposibl,"  sed  Je,  "fer  mj  f  cider  never  un- 
c;anz  me  eksept  in  hiz  prezens,  and  den  i  kanot  ster 
st  ov  hiz  sjt." 
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"  cle  rec;  !  "  kr^d  Ranard,  "  4  hwot  iz  tu  be  dun." 

"  Hwj,  dar  iz  onli  wun  tin  dat  ►!  no  ov,"  anserd  de 
grifines,  "  hwiq  iz  dis  —  S  elwaz  mak  hiz  scop  fer  him, 
and  if  tfi  kud  miks  sumtirj  in  it  dat  wud  put  him  fast 
tu  slep  befor  he  had  tjm  tu  cjan  me  up  agen,  ►!  mjt 
slip  dsn  and  kari  ef  el  ds  trejiir  on  m|  bak." 

"  (Dqrmirj  !  "  eksklamd  Ranard ;  "  hwot  invenjon ! 
Hwot  wit !  $  wil  go  and  get  sum  popiz  direktli." 

"  Qlas !  "  sed  ds  grifines,  "  popiz  hav  no  efekt  upon 
grifinz ;  ds  onli  til]  dat  kan  ever  put  m\  fqder  fast  tu 
slsp  iz  a  njs.  yurj  kat,  bold  up  in  hiz  scop.  It  iz  aston- 
ijixj  hwot  a  cjqrm  dat  haz  upon  him.  But  Shwqr  kan 
we  get  a  kat.     It  must  be  a  madn  kat,  too." 

Ranard  woz  a  litl  stqrtld  at  so  singular  an  opiat. 
"  But  grifinz  qr  not  ljk  de  rest  ov  de  wurld,"  tet  he, 
"  and  so  riq  an  qres  iz  not  tu  be  wun  bj  erdinari  menz." 

"(E  dco  no  a  kat,  a  madn  kat,"  sed  he,  after  a  fert 
pez;  "but  i  fel  a  litl  repugnans  at  de  tot  ov  havin 
her  boid  in  de  grifin'z  scop.  'iWud  not  a  dog  dco  az 
wel." 

"£L,"  sed  de  grifines,  aperirj  tu  wep,  "yco  qr  in  luv 
wid  de  kat,  fi  se  it ;  go  and  mari  her,  poor  dwerf  dat 
Je  iz,  and  lev  me  tu  d\  ov  gref." 

In  van  de  foks  protested  dat  he  did  not  kqr  a  stre 
fer  de  kat.  Nutirj  kud  n^  apez  de  grifines  but  hiz 
pozitiv  ajcorans  dat,  kum  hwot  wud,  poor  pus  Jud  be 

35 


bret  tu  ds  kav  and  mad  intu  sot>p  fer  ds  grifin. 

"But  q.hv  wil  yco  get  her  her,"  sed  ds  grifines. 

"  H,  lsv  dat  tu  me/5  sed  Ranard.  "Qnli  put  a 
basket  st  ov  ds  windo,  and  dre  it  up  b\  a  kerd ;  ds 
moment  it  arjvz  at  ds  windo,  be  foor  tu  Map  year  kle 
on  ds  kat  at  wuns,  fer  Js  iz  veri  aktiv." 

"  TuJ ! "  cmserd  ds  ares,  "  a  priti  grifines  $  jud  bs  if 
J  did  not  no  h^  tu  kac;  a  kat." 

"But  dis  must  bs  bwen  ycor  f cider  iz  art,"  sed  Ra- 
nard. 

"  Sertenli ;  hs  taks  a  strol  everi  svnirj  at  sunset." 

"  Let  it  bs  tu-moro,  den/'  sed  Ranard,  impajent  fer 
&z  tregur. 

3is  behj  aranjd,  Ranard  tet  it  tjm  tu  dskamp.  Hs 
stol  dsn  ds  starz  agen,  and  trjd  tu  file;  sum  ov  ds 
tre3ur  bj  ds  wa,  but  it  woz  too  bevi  fer  him  tu.  kari, 
and  hs  woz  forst  tu  aknolej  tu  himself  dat  it  woz  im- 
posibl  fer  him  tu  get  ds  tre3iir  widst  takirj  ds  grifines 
intu  ds  bqrgen. 

Hs  rsturnd  horn  tu  ds  kat,  and  hwen  hs  enterd  her 
hss  and  se  hs'erdinari  everitii]  lukt  after  ds  juelz  in 
ds  grifin'z  kav,  hs  kwjt  wunderd  h^  hs  had  ever  tet 
ds  kat  had  ds  lsst  prstenjonz  tu  gud  luks. 

H^ever,  hs  konssld  hiz  wiked  dszjn,  and  hiz  mistres 
tet  hs  had  never  apsrd  so  amiabl. 

"  Onli  ges,"  sed  hs,  "  hwqr  (E  hav  bin.  tB  hav  bin 
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tu  se  sr  mi  nabor,  de  grifin.  He  iz  a  most  cjqrmirj 
person,  turoli  afabl,  and  kwjt  de  qr  ov  de  kort.  Az 
fer  dat  sili  magpj,  de  grifin  se  her  karakter  at  wuns ; 
and  it  woz  el  a  hoks  abst  hiz  deter ;  he  haz  no  deter 
at  el.  Yco  no,  m\  der,  hoksirj  iz  a  fajonabl  amiizment 
anmrj  ds  grat.  He  sez  he  haz  herd  ov  nutiirj  but  year 
buti,  and  on  mj  telirj  him  we  wer  goirj  tu  be  marid,  he 
haz  insisted  upon  givin  a  grat  bel  and  super  in  onor  ov 
de  event.  In  fakt,  he  iz  a  galant  old  felo,  and  wonts 
veri  mug  tu  se  yco.  Ov  kors  ffi  woz  obljjd  tu  aksept 
de  invitajon." 

"  Yco  kud  not  dco  uderwjz,"  sed  de  unsuspektirj  yurj 
kat,  h<x>,  az  S  befor  sed,  woz  veri  suseptibl  tu  flateri. 

■'  And  onli  Dink  hs  deliket  hiz  atenjonz  qr,"  sed  de 
foks.  "  Az  he  iz  veri  badli  lojd  fer  a  best  ov  hiz  rarjk, 
and  hiz  te^qr  taks  up  de  hoi  ov  de  grsnd  flor,  he  iz 
forst  tu  giv  de  entertanment  in  de  uper  stori,  so  he 
harjz  st  a  basket  fer  hiz  gests,  and  drez  dem  up  wid 
hiz  on  kle.  lis  kondesendirj !  But  de  grat  qr  so 
amiabl  1 " 

3e  kat,  bret  up  in  sekliigon,  woz  el  deljt  at  de  ^dea 
ov  seirj  sue,  hj  ljf,  and  de  luverz  tekt  ov  nutirj  els  el 
de  nekst  da.  1-Jwen  Ranard,  toard  evnirj,  putin  hiz 
hed  st  ov  de  windo,  se  de  dog  ljirj  az  ya^ual,  and  woq- 
irj  him  veri  grimli.  "R,  dat  konfended  kretiir,  I  had 
kwjt  fergotn  him;  'ihwotiz  tu  be  dun  ns.      He  wud 
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mak  no  bonz  ov  me  if  he  jud  wuns  se  me  set  fiat  st 
ov  dorz." 

Wid  dat  ds  foks  began  tu  konsider  \rs  he  Jud  get 
rid  ov  hiz  rjval,  and  at  lent  he  rezolvd  on  a  veri  notabl 
projekt.  He  dezjrd  de  kat  tu  set  st  ferst  and  wat  fer 
him  at  a  turn  in  de  rod  a  litl  wa  ef.  "Fer,"  sed  he, 
"if  we  go  tugeder,  we  Jal  sertenli  be  insulted  bj  de  dog, 
and  he  wil  no  dat,  in  de  prezens  ov  a  ladi,  de  kustom 
ov  a  best  ov  mj  fajon  wil  not  sufer  me  tu  avenj  de  in- 
sult. But  hwen  ►!  am  alon,  de  kretur  iz  sue;  a  ksard 
dat  he  wud  not  dqr  tu  sa  hiz  sol  iz  hiz  on.  Lev  de 
dor  opn,  and  i'l  folo  direktli." 

cle  kat's  mjnd  woz  so  kompletli  set  agenst  her  kuzn, 
dat  Je  implisitli  belevd  dis  aksnt  ov  hiz  karakter,  and 
akerdirjli,  wid  meni  rekomendajonz  tu  her  luver  not 
tu  suli  hiz  digniti  b\  getig  intu  eni  sert  ov  kworel  wid 
de  dog,  Je  set  ef  ferst. 

cle  dog  went  up  tu  her  veri  humbli,  and  begd  her 
tu  ars  him  tu  sa  a  fu,  wurdz  tu  her ;  but  Je  resevd  him 
so  hetili,  dat  hiz  spirit  woz  up ;  and  he  wekt  bak  tu 
de  tre  mor  dan  ever  enrajd  agenst  hiz  rjval.  But  hwot 
woz  hiz  je-  hwen  he  se  dat  de  kat  had  left  de  dor  opn. 
"Ns,  reCj,"  tet  he,  "ym  kanot  eskap  me!"  So  he 
wekt  briskli  in  at  de  bak  dor.  He  woz  gratli  surprjzd 
tu  f jnd  Ranard  ljirj  dsn  in  de  stre,  pantirj  az  if  hiz 
hart  wud  brak,  and  rolirj  hiz  jz  wjldli. 

38 


ONOR    AND    KRAFT 


"H,  frend/'  sed  de  foks,  wid  a  iolterirj  vers,  "yco 
qr  avenjd,  mj  sr  iz  kum ;  $  am  just  goir)  tu  giv  up  de 
gost.     Put  yoor  pe  upon  mjn,  and  sa  yco  fergiv  me." 

Despjt  biz  auger,  de  jenerus  dog  kud  not  set  toot  on 
a  djirj  fo. 

"Yco  liav  servd  me  a  fabi  trik,"  seel  he;  "yco  hav 
left  ms  tu  stctrv  in  a  hoi,  and  yco  Lav  set  de  hqrt  ov 
m]  kuzn  agenst  me;  sertenli  E  ment  tu  be  revenjd  on 
yco,  but  if  yco  qr  reali  djiij,  dat  elterz  de  kas." 

"  O,  o  l"  grand  de  foks  veri  biterli ;  "  $  am  past 
help ;  de  poor  kat  haz  gon  fer  Doktor  £[p,  but  he  wil 
never  kum  in  tjm.  Hwot  a  tirj  it  iz  tu  hav  a  bad 
konjens  on  wun'z  det-bed.  But,  wat  til  de  kat  returnz, 
and  ¥1  dco  yco  ful  justis  wid  her  befor  (D  dj." 

cEe  gud-nauird  dog  woz  mucj  meovel  at  seirj  hiz  mor- 
tal enemi  in  sucj  a  stat,  and  enclevord  az  mug  az  he 
kud  tu  konsol  him. 

"  Q,  q  !  "  sed  de  foks,  "  i  am  so  pqrcjt  in  de  trot, 
>I  am  burnirj ;  "  and  he  hurj  hiz  turj  ist  ov  hiz  mst,  and 
rold-  hiz  \z  mor  ferfuli  dan  ever. 

"  c;Iz  dqr  no  weter  her,"  sed  de  dog,  lukirj  arand. 

"  Qlas,  no  !  —  yes,  ns-  $  tiijk  ov  it,  dqr  iz  sum  in 
dat  litl  hoi  in  de  wel ;  but  \rs  tu  get  at  it  —  it  iz  so 
hi,  dat  E  kan't,  in  mj  poor  wek  stat,  kljm  up  tu  it ;  and 
E  kan  not  ask  sucj  a  favor  ov  wun  hcom  tD  hav  injurd 
so  mucj." 
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" Don't  tek  ov  it,"  sed  de  clog;  "  but  ds  hoi  iz  veri 
smel  —  OB  kud  not  put  m\  noz  troo  it." 

"No,  but  if  yoo  just  kljm  up  on  dat  ston,  and  trust 
ycor  pe  intu  de  hoi,  yoo  kan  dip  intu  ds  weter,  and  so 
ka>l  mj  pcor  pqrcjt  m^D.  O,  hwot  a  tirj  it  iz  tia  hav  a 
bad  konjens ! " 
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ij^fon  hiz  hjnd  legz,  trust  hiz  for  pe  intu. 
d:e  hoi;  hwen  sudenli  Ranard  pwld  a  strirj  dat 
he  bad  konssld  under  ds  stre,  and  ds  dog  fsnd 
hiz  pe  ket  tjt  tia  ds  wel  in  a  runiij  nooz. 

"  R,  raskal,1'  sed  hs,  turnirj  rend ;  but  ds 
foks  lspt  up  gali  from  ds  stre,  and  fasnirj  ds 
strirj  wid  hiz  tsfi  tia  a  nal  in  ds  uder  end  ov 
ds  wel,  wekt  st,  sain,  "giad  b\,  m\  dsr  frend ; 
hav  a  kqr  hsrafter  Ire  yen  bslsv  in  suden  kon- 
verjonz  ! "  So  hs  left  ds  dog  on  hiz  hjnd  legz 
tu  tak  kqr  ov  ds  Ires. 

Ranarcl  faid  ds  kat  watirj  fer  him  hwqr  hs 
had  apented,  and  da  wekt  luviijli  tiageder  til 
da  kam  tia  ds  kav.  It  woz  ire  dark,  and  da 
so  ds  basket  watirj  bslo.  cLs  foks  asisted  ds 
poor  kat  intia  it.  "  clqr  iz  onli  rcom  fer  wun," 
sed  hs,  "  ycD  must  go  ferst."  Up  roz  ds  bas- 
ket ;  ds  foks  herd  a  pitsus  mix,  and  no  mor. 

"  So  mug  fer  ds  grifin'z  scop,"  tet  hs. 

Hs  wated  pafentli  fer  sum  tjm,  hwen  ds 
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grifines,  wavirj  her  kle  from  ds  windo,  seel  qsrfuii,  "  61 
iz  rjt,  mj  dsr  Ranarcl ;  mj  papci  haz  fiuijt  biz  scop,  and 
steps  az  ssnd  az  a  rok  !  61  ds  nerz  in  ds  wurld  wud 
not  wak  him  n^,  til  he  haz  slept  of  ds  efekts  ov  hiz 
scop,  hwicj  wil  not  bs  dsz  twelv  sr  z.  Kum  and  asist  ms 
in  pakirj  up  ds  tregiir.  tE  jud  bs  sori  tu  lsv  a  shjgl 
diamond  bshjnd." 

"  So  Jud  4"  seel  ds  foks ;  "  sta,  ¥\  kum  rsnd  b\  ds 
loer  hoi :  hwj,  ds  dor  iz  jut !  pra,  biitiful  grifines,  opn 
it  tu  &l  impajent  adorer." 

Glas,  mj  f qder  haz  hid  ds  ks  !  $  never  nil  hwqr  hs 
plasez  it.  Ycd  must  kum  up  bj  ds  basket;  ss,  #  let 
it  dsn  fer  yco." 

3s  foks  did  not  ljk  tu  trust  himself  in  ds  sum  kon- 
vaans  dat  had  takn  hiz  mistres  tu  bs  kukt ;  but  ds 
most  kejus  gro  raj  hwen  muni  iz  tu  be  gand ;  and  av- 
aris  kan  entrap  svn  a  foks.  So  hs  put  himself  az 
kumfortabli  az  hs  kucl  intu  ds  basket,  and  up  hs  went 
in  an  instant.  It  rested,  ksever,  just  bifor  it  rscjt  ds 
windo,  and  ds  foks  felt,  wid  a  sljt  fuder,  ds  kle  ov  ds 
grifines  strokirj  hiz  bak. 

"  O,  hwot  a  btitiful  kot,"  sed  |s,  karesirjli. 

"  Yco  qr  tco  k^nd,"  sed  ds  foks,  "  but  yco  kan  fsl  it 
mor  at  ycor  ls3iir  hwen  0&  am  wuns  up.  Mak  hast,  J 
bssscj  yco." 

"  O,  hwot  a  biitiful  tal.     ^  never  felt  suq  a  tad." 
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"It  iz  entjrli  at  year  servis,  swst  grii'ines,  seel ds  foks ; 
"but  pra  let  ms  in.     4'Hwj  looz  an  instant." 

"  Never  did  S  fel  sue]  a  tal.  No  wunder  ya>  qr  so 
suksesful  wid  ds  ladiz." 

"H,  bsluved  grifines,  m\  tal  iz  yciorz  tu  sterniti,  but 
yoo  ping  it  a  litl  tea  hqrd." 

Skarsli  had  be  sed  dis,  hwen  dsn  dropt  ds  basket, 
but  not  wid  ds  foks  in  it ;  he  fsnd  himself  ket  b \  ds 
tal,  and  darjglirj  hqf-wa  dsn  ds  rok,  bj  ds  help  ov  ds 
veri  sam  sert  ov  puli  wid  hwicj  hs  had  snqrd  ds  dog. 
Hs  yelpt  tft  az  lsd  az  hs  kiad  —  fer  it  hurts  a  foks 
ekssdirjli  tu  bs  harjd  bj  hiz  tal5  wid  hiz  lied  dsnwardz, 
hwen  ds  dor  ov  ds  rok  opnd,  and  st  wekt  ds  grifin 
himself,  smokii)  hiz  pjp,  wid  a  vast  krad  ov  el  ds 
fajonabl  bssts  in  ds  naborhud. 

"  O,  ho,  bruder,"  sed  ds  ba/,  lafhj  fit  tu  kil  him- 
self, "  u!hoo  ever  se  a  foks  harjd  b\  ds  tal  bsfor." 

"  Ycd'I  hav  nsd  ov  a  fizijan,"  sed  Doktor  &p. 

"  CL  priti  mac],  indsd ;  a  grifines  fer  sug  a  felo  az 
yco,"  sed  ds  got,  strutirj  bj  him. 

els  foks  grind  wid  pan,  and  sed  mitik).  But  dat 
hwig  hurt  him  most  woz  &z  kompajon  ov  a  dul  fool  ov 
a  dorjki,  hco  afoord  him  wid  grat  graviti  dat  hs  se  nufiiij 
at  el  tu  laf  at  in  hiz  situajon. 

"At  el  svents,"  sed  ds  foks,  at  last,  "(jeted,  guld, 
bstrad  az  (D  am,  ►!  hav  plad  ds  sam  trik  on  ds  dog ;  go 
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laf  at  him ;  hs  dezervz  it  az  mug  az  E  do,  $  ajoor  yoo." 

"  Pardon  me/'  sed  de  grifin,  takirj  de  pjp  srt  ov  hiz 
msti;  "wun  never  lafs  at  ds  onest." 

"And  se,"  sed  ds  ba/,  "her  he  iz." 

And  inded,  de  dog  had,  after  mug  efort,  ned  de  strirj 
in  too,  and  ekstrikated  hiz  pe.  3e  sent  ov  de  foks  had 
enabld  him  tu  trak  hiz  futsteps,  and  her  he  arjvd, 
burnirj  fer  venjans,  and  f^ndii)  himself  elredi  avenjd. 

But  hiz  ferst  tet  woz  fer  hiz  der  kuzn.  "B,  q.hwqr 
iz  Je,"  he  krjcl,  movirjli.  "  Widst  dst  dat  vilen  Ra- 
nard  haz  servd  her  sum  skurvi  trik." 

"  tE  fer  so,  inded,  m\  old  frend,"  anserd  de  grifin ; 
"  but  don't  grev :  after  el  Je  woz  nutirj  partikular.  Yoo 
Jal  rnari  mj  deter,  de  grifines,  and  suksed  tu  el  de  tre- 
3Ur,  and  el  de  bonz  dat  yoo  wuns  gqrded  so   fatfuli." 

"  Tek  not  tw  me,"  sed  de  fatfial  dog.  "(ft  wont 
nun  ov  yoor  tregqr.  >I  wil  run  over  de  wurld  but  (E  wil 
fjnd  m\  der  kuzn." 

"  Se  her  den,"  sed  de  grifin ;  and  de  biitifi.il  kat, 
mor  butiful  dan  ever,  ruft  st  ov  de  kavern,  and  troo 
herself  intu  de  dog'z  pez. 

Q  plezant  sen  dis  fer  de  foks  !  —  he  nu,  enuf  ov  de 
femal  hctrt  tu  no  dat  a  seft  turj  ma  ekskuz  meni  litl 
infidelitiz  —  but  tw  be  beld  aljv  fer  a  grifin'z  scop  !  — 
no,  ds  ofens  woz  unpqrdonabl ! 

"Yoo  understand  me,  Mister  Ranard,"  sed  de  grifin, 
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ft  J)  hav  no  deter,  and  it  woz  ms  jay  mad  luv  tu.  No- 
irj  hwot  sert  ov  a  krstqr  a  magpj  iz,  tE  amuzd  mjself 
wid  hoksirj  her ;  a  fajonabl  anuizment  at  kort,  ya>  no." 

3s  foks  mad  a  mjti  strugl  and  lspt  on  dz  grand,  lsv- 
ig  biz  tal  behind  him.     It  did  not  gro  agen  in  a  hurl 

"Ss,"  sed  dsgrifin,  az  ds  bests  el  laft  at  ds  figur 
Ranard  mad  runhj  intu.  ds  wud?  "  ds  clog  bsts  ds  foks 
wid  ds  ladiz,  after  el,  and  kunirj  az  hs  iz  in  everitii) 
els,  ds  foks  iz  ds  last  krsttir  dat  Jud  ever  tink  ov 
makirj  luv!" 
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